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posted strong forces at Zuhab and on the Taq-i-Girra, he resolved to sur-
prise the Turks by attacking them from an unexpected direction. Striking
north or north-east from the main road near Karind, he crossed the lofty
Biwanij table-land into the Zimkan valley near Gahvarra, and, turning
N.W. up the valley, went over the Gardana-yi-Yanakiz. During the en-
suing night, he skirted the south and south-west flanks of the mountain
.immediately to the east of Zuhab and fell upon the Turks while it was still
'dark.1 Many of the Turks were killed and their commander, Ahmad
Pasha Bajilan, was amongst the captured.2

Having sent detachments to collect provisions from the neighbourhood
of Buhriz and ordered his brother-in-law, Lutf 'AH Beg Kusa Ahmadlu,
the commander of the contingents from Adharbaijan, Ardalan and
Hamadan, to cross the Turkish frontier further north and to join him
on the Mesopotamian plain, Nadir, instead of marching direct on Baghdad,
made a feint towards Kirkuk, in the hope of drawing Ahmad Pasha out
of Baghdad. When a few miles beyond Tuz Khurmatli, he halted ;
after detaching 7,000 men to invest Kirkuk,8 he marched south to Qara
Tappa where he was joined by Lutf 'Ali Khan and his army. He then pro-
ceeded via Tash KSprii towards Shahraban, crossing the Jabal Hamrin
probably by the Saqal-Tutan pass. Having defeated 10,000 to 12,000
Turks near Shahraban, Nadir marched to Yangija, whence he endeavoured,
during the night, to seize the bridge at Buhriz ; in the darkness, however,
he and his men went astray. On the following day the advance on Baghdad
was resumed, and a reconnoitring Turkish force, under Muhammad
Pasha, was intercepted, many of the enemy being killed and wounded
and the remainder captured.

On the 3ist December 10,000 Persians crossed over to the west side
of the Tigris at Samarra, in order to threaten Baghdad from that side.
The main Persian force camped opposite the shrine of Kazimain, above
Baghdad, on the I7th January, 1733, and three days later Nadir sent a
body of jazayirchis* to guard the shrine of Abu IJanifa at Mu'azzam;
meanwhile, the Persians had seized the bridge at Buhriz.

Since the Turks had previously denuded the whole district of supplies
and taken them to Baghdad, Nadir had to arrange for provisions for his
forces to be brought from Tuz Khurmatli, Zuhab and Mandali.6

1 This route is based largely on conjecture, some of the geographical details given by Mirza Mahdi
(T.N., pp. 117 and 118) being incomprehensible.

* T.N., p. 118.   There seems to be no evidence in support of von Hammer's statement (Vol.

XIV, p. 284) that the Beg of Darna assisted Nadir on this occasion.

*IUd., p. 119. Sulaiman Sa'igh, in his Ta'rikhu'l-Ma<u?il (Cairo, 1923), p. 275, is incorrect in
saying that Kirkuk was taken on this occasion. Von Hammer, following the Turkish
historian Subhi, is likewise in error in stating that Arbil was captured by Nadir's forces
(Vol. XIV, p. 284). See Longrigg, Four Centuries of Modern 'Iraq, p. 138, note I.

* Infantry armed with the heavy musket known as the jazayiv.              * JJV., p. 121.